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was furnished by the London Press as recently
as June 24, 1913, the day of the arrival of M.
Poincare. In a leading article on that event the
" Times " said : " When M. Fallieres was our
guest [1908], the friendship of which King Edward
and M. Loubet sowed the seed had proved that it
was too deep-rooted for any storms to shake."
The " Daily Mail's " leading article on the same
day contained these words : " The Entente, which
owed its birth to the late King Edward's memorable
mission to Paris just ten years ago, has since
proved its strength and value in a hundred ways/'
The principal Republican journal, the Paris
" Temps" (June 29, 1913), has again declared
that King Edward was one of the two authors of
the entente : " Sachons rendre grace aux auteurs
du rapprochement de 1904, le Roi Edouard VII, et
M. Delcasse"
What does Sir Sidney Lee say of the King and
the Entente ? He says this: " No direct responsi-
bility for its initiation or conclusion belonged to
him [the King]. . . . The King had no conception
of any readjustment of the balance of European
power.55 And to this opinion he sticks. The
opinions of the " Times55 and of the " Daily Mail"
are, I suppose, as naught to him. As for M.
Poincare, he is, doubtless, in Sir Sidney Lee's eyes,
a negligible quantity. Nevertheless we win see
what the President said on this particular point
at the Guildhall on June 25. M. Poincare's words
(reported in the papers on June 26) were these:
** In 1904 an understanding was readied which put